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MINUTES OF APRIL 6, 2013 

	Call to Order	 

	
	8:00 a.m.

	A. Roll Call
	

	Present:
	Amberg, Benson, Collins, DiGiovine-Gehrs, Floegel, McIntosh, Polites, Preissig, Smith, Chairman Wencel
Student Representatives:  Lundy, Samuels

	Absent:
	Nye

	Staff Present:	
	Project Manager Jennifer Louden, Sergeant Al Trotsky

	B.  Minutes
	Approve the minutes from the February 2, 2013 Transportation Advisory Board meeting.

Motion to approve.

	
	Motion by:  Amberg
Second by:  Collins
	Approved, 10-0

	C.  Public Forum
	N/A

	D.  Old Business
	

	D1.  Washington Street Pedestrian Bridge Feasibility Study

	
	Project Manager Jennifer Louden presented the results of the feasibility study, highlighting that the preferred alternative is to widen the existing roadway bridge to include sidewalks on both sides of Washington Street.

	
	Transportation Advisory Board Questions/Discussion:
Board Member Amberg
· Asked what will be connected by the sidewalks added to the bridge.  Louden responded that these will complete the sidewalk connections along both sides of Washington Street between Naper Boulevard and Ring Road.
· Stated that lane closures on Washington should be avoided during peak travel times.  Louden noted that a maintenance of traffic plan will be developed during detailed engineering and that impacts to traffic during peak hours will be considered. 
Board Member McIntosh
· Asked how long the construction will take and how long the traffic using Washington will be disturbed.  Louden responded that the project will likely take one construction season and that traffic should be maintained in both directions along Washington Street.
· Asked if the construction of a separate bridge on one side and widening the roadway bridge on the other would reduce the impact to vehicle traffic along Washington Street during construction.  Louden responded that impacts to Washington Street traffic would still occur in order to gain access to the area where the separate bridge would be constructed.
Board Member Preissig
· Stated that during the public meeting the attendees wanted this project to be completed quickly and asked if there is an opportunity to complete any phases of engineering prior to obtaining grant funding.  Louden responded that one of the next steps of the project is to develop a funding strategy.  Completing preliminary engineering prior to applying for funding may make the project preferred because it will be viewed as being ready for construction.
· Asked if any of the utilities in conflict with the proposed improvements could be relocated in advance to assist with the project schedule.  Louden responded that once the project is further along in engineering there may be opportunities to relocate the City utilities in advance.
Board Member Floegel
· Stated that a public campaign to inform roadway users of the closures associated with the construction will be important.
· Asked if TAB could be kept informed of the funding strategy developed for the next phases.  Louden responded that staff will provide updates regarding the project.
Board Member DiGiovine-Gehrs
· Asked if accommodations will be made for pedestrians during construction.  Louden responded that separate accommodations don’t currently exist; therefore it may be difficult to provide a route during construction.
Board Member Polites
· Asked if the barriers will be provided along the sidewalk beyond the bridge.  Louden responded that the barriers will be provide on the bridge and then a parkway will be present between the sidewalk and roadway beyond the limits of the bridge.
Chairman Wencel
· Asked for clarification that the added sidewalks are not an extension of the DuPage River Trail.  Louden confirmed that the trail is not being continued in this location and that it will be made clear to users that a sidewalk, not a path, is provided.

	
	Recommend approval of the Washington Street Pedestrian Bridge Feasibility Study.


	
	Motion by:  Amberg
Second by:  Preissig
	Approved, 10-0

	E.  Public Hearings
	N/A

	F.  Reports and Recommendations

	F1.  City Council Report

	
	Amberg stated that there were no transportation-related items on the January 15 agenda.  Benson reported that on the February 5 agenda Nicholas Smith was appointed to TAB, the agreement for the use of Safe Routes to School funding for the 2013 sidewalk program was approved and under New Business Councilman Hinterlong raised concerns regarding school traffic and pedestrian safety.  Collins reported that on the February 19 agenda City Council conducted the first reading for the TAB text amendment and approved the conversion of permit spaces to daily fee spaces at the Route 59 Metra Station.  DiGiovine-Gehrs reported that there were no transportation-related items on the March 5 agenda but that it was noted by Councilman Fieseler that TAB should be included in the review of traffic related items associated with Water Street.  Floegel reported that the Water Street parking deck was discussed on March 19.  McIntosh reported that Water Street ordinances were approved on April 2 and there was discussion regarding the alley.

	F2.  Police Department Report

	
	Sergeant Al Trotsky provided an overview of the primary transportation items the Police Department is currently focused on.  During the upcoming Illinois Route 59 Expansion project, Police will be addressing traffic concerns from adjacent neighborhoods and response times for emergency calls along and near Route 59.  The department has grants associated with school safety and enforcement near all schools has been increased.  Overall enforcement actions have increased as the weather has improved.

	F3.  Brookdale Elementary School Parking Recommendation

	
	Project Manager Jennifer Louden provided an overview of the proposed parking restrictions, highlighting that the changes will provide for better traffic flow during peak drop-off/pick-up times.

	
	Public Testimony:  N/A

	
	Transportation Advisory Board Questions/Discussion:
Chairman Wencel
· Stated that this is an ongoing effort to balance the safety and needs for the neighborhood and school students. 

	
	Recommend approval of parking restrictions on the north side of Bainbridge Drive between Selby Road and Redfield Road.  

	
	Motion by:  McIntosh
Seconded by:  Amberg
	Approved, 10-0

	G.  Correspondence

	G1.  Uncontrolled Crossing and Mid-Block Crossing Installation Procedures
· Louden provided a summary of the correspondence item.
· Chairman Wencel noted that the diagrams for the various scenarios are very useful.

	G2.  Illinois Route 59 Expansion
· Louden provided a summary of the correspondence item.
· Chairman Wencel requested that staff provide a memorandum regarding the Diverging Diamond Interchange for the board’s information.

	G3.  Van Buren Parking Deck – Parking Guidance System Repairs
· Louden provided a summary of the correspondence item.
· Amberg stated that staff should try to determine who damaged the sensors so that the general tax payers do not have to fund the repairs.

	G4.  Electric Vehicle Charging Station Update
· Louden provided a summary of the correspondence item.
· Amberg asked if there will be a fee to use the charging stations in the future.  A response will be provided to the board at the next meeting. 

	G5.  Recommendation for FY13-14, First Quarter Commuter Permit Issuance and Space Utilization Report
· Louden provided a summary of the correspondence item.
· Amberg asked if the revenue from the parking permits comes back to the City.  Louden responded yes.

	G6.  FY13-14 Transportation Work Program
· Louden provided a summary of the correspondence item.
· Benson inquired as to how TAB will be involved in implementation items related to the Bus Depot Feasibility Study.  Louden responded that updates will be provided via correspondence items and that any changes to parking or roadway directions will require ordinance changes that will be brought to TAB for review.
· McIntosh asked for clarification regarding the transition of parking management from Finance to TED.  Louden responded that Finance and TED formerly shared the tasks associated with the management of commuter parking, but that with the transition TED will manage the full process.

	G7.  Illinois Prairie Path Closures
· Louden provided a summary of the correspondence item; no TAB discussion.

	H.  New Business

	· Chairman Wencel asked TAB to note the forthcoming City Council responsibilities.
· Benson asked that next winter the City prioritize efforts towards clearing of sidewalks following snow events on areas with high pedestrian traffic.

	I. Adjournment

	Motion by: Amberg
Seconded by: Polites
	8:31 a.m.
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